
FOUCAULT ON FREEDOM

Freedom and the subject were guiding themes for Michel Foucault
throughout his philosophical career. In this clear and comprehensive
analysis of his thought, Johanna Oksala identifies the different interpre-
tations of freedom in his philosophy and examines three major divisions
of it: the archaeological, the genealogical, and the ethical. She shows
convincingly that in order to appreciate Foucault’s project fully we must
understand his complex relationship to phenomenology, and she dis-
cusses Foucault’s treatment of the body in relation to recent feminist
work on this topic. Her sophisticated but lucid book illuminates the pos-
sibilities which Foucault’s philosophy opens up for us in thinking about
freedom.

j o h a n n a o k s a l a is a Research Fellow in the Department of Philoso-
phy at the University of Helsinki. She has published articles on Foucault,
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MC Les mots et les choses. Une archéologie des sciences humaines. Paris:

Gallimard, 1966/1996.
RR Raymond Roussel. Paris: Gallimard, 1963.

© Cambridge University Press www.cambridge.org

Cambridge University Press
0521847796 - Foucault on Freedom
Johanna Oksala
Frontmatter
More information

http://www.cambridge.org/0521847796
http://www.cambridge.org
http://www.cambridge.org


xii list of abbreviations

SEP Surveiller et punir. Naissance de la prison. Paris: Gallimard,
1975/2001.
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mard, 1976.

Articles, essays and interviews in French

CJ ‘Cours du 14 janvier 1976’, in Dits et écrits 1954–1988,
vol. iii, 1976–1979, ed. Daniel Defert and François Ewald.
Paris: Gallimard, 1976/1994, 175–89.
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