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Preface to the Ninth edition (January 2018, 2351 entries) 

Ville Vuolanto started this bibliography project in 2003 under the auspices of the University 

of Tampere as a modest enterprise of some 300 entries. Since then scholarship on ancient 

childhood has continued to flourish, and the original perspective of the bibliography has been 

widened from works by historians and classicists to include more and more scholarship from 

art history, archaeology and, in particular, Biblical and early Christian studies. The fourth 

edition had 1140 entries (2008), the fifth 1573 (2010), the sixth 1771 (2014), the seventh 2067 

(2015), and the eighth 2186 (2016). 

Oana Maria Cojocaru has taken care of the major part of the editorial process of the ninth 

edition. The earlier work of the research assistants (for the 2014 and 2015 editions) Camilla 

Christensen, Cecilie Krohn and Camilla Roll have been crucial for the outcome. The financial 

support from the Department of Philosophy, Classics, History of Art and Ideas (IFIKK, 

University of Oslo) and the Tiny Voices from the Past: New Perspectives on Childhood in 

Early Europe project (IFIKK, 2013–2017), led by Reidar Aasgaard and financed by the 

University of Oslo and the Research Council of Norway has made it possible to carry the 

project on. I want to thank also all those of you who have sent information about publications 

or mistakes in the bibliography. 

In the earlier phases of the project, the help and encouragement obtained from Kathleen 

Coleman and Christian Laes have been precious. The Academy of Finland, through the 

research project Religion and Children. Socialization in Pre-Modern Europe from the Roman 

Empire to the Christian World (2009–2012) funded the compilation of the fifth edition of this 

bibliography. 
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Character of the bibliography, hints for use, updates 

As a main rule, only entries in English, French, German, Italian and Spanish are included. The 

main language of the bibliography is English. This means that translations in English from 

other languages are occasionally mentioned along with the original editions. Editions of 

primary texts, entries in dictionaries (such as OCD, RLAC or RE), conference abstract books, 

or forthcoming publications and translations to other languages than English are not included. 

The bibliography is extensive. The most convenient way of using it is to make the most of the 

search options in your internet browser. Please remember to do your searches in different 

languages, with synonyms and alternate spellings. 

As the intention is that the bibliography be updated regularly, I would be grateful to receive 

additions and corrections. These can be sent to ville(at)vuolanto.fi. 

*** 

The bibliography is intended for both scholars and students. I hope it will be of help for your 

work. If you make extensive use of it, I will appreciate that you make reference to it in your 

scholarly publications. 

 

Tampere, January 3, 2018 

Ville Vuolanto 
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